
About the Story
In Albert Adds Up!, Albert is so excited about the 
book his sister Wanda brings from the library that 
he is willing to trade his favorite toys to read it. First 
he off ers Wanda one toy and then adds another. 
Soon he even adds his pet worms. But Wanda does 
not want to trade the book for any of Albert’s 
things. She makes him take them away. Why? 
That’s a big surprise at the end of the story.

Words to Learn
MATH WORDS
first, one more, both, plus, altogether
OTHER WORDS
scampered, squeaked, gulped, 
scurried, interrupted, beamed, trade

About the Math
As Albert adds and subtracts diff erent items to 
trade for the book, your child can learn:

• That adding creates more items and subtracting 
creates fewer items.

• How to count up the number of items every 
time Albert adds something else to find out the 
new total.

• How to count up the number of items every time 
Albert takes something away to find out how 
many are left .

• When ready, your child might learn how to read 
number sentences with the symbols +, -, and =.

Math Talk During Reading
COUNT HOW MANY ITEMS THERE ARE 
IN TOTAL 
Albert off ered Wanda three toys and two 
more worms. How many things do you think 
that is altogether? Let’s count and find out.
USE YOUR FINGERS TO SUBTRACT ALONG 
WITH ALBERT
Hold up 10 fingers, just like Albert has 10 
items. He takes away the cat mask. If we put 
down one finger, how many fingers do we 
have left ? How do you know?
TALK ABOUT THE CHARACTERS’ MOTIVATION
Why was Albert trying to trade with Wanda? 
Why didn’t Wanda want any of Albert’s 
things?

Try to come up with some of your own 
questions and comments, too!

Activity Aft er Reading
GATHER 11 HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. PRACTICE 
SUBTRACTION BY TAKING AWAY SOME ITEMS. 
KEEP GOING UNTIL THERE ARE NO MORE LEFT. 
ASK: 
How many did we start with? How many did 
we take away? How many are left  now?
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